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farmer. He and Nancy had the same phone 
number their entire lives, and their address al-
ways ended with ‘‘Sycamore, Illinois’’. Then, in 
1992, he decided to enter public service and 
run for State Representative of the 70th dis-
trict. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to pay tribute to Dave 
today not only for his selfless public service to 
the people of Illinois, but to Dave as a friend. 
Before Dave ever ran for public office, he was 
simply a husband, father and grandfather. He 
raised his children with a sense of humor, a 
stern discipline, high moral standards, a deep 
and abiding faith in God and taught them lead-
ership skills and simple common sense. Most-
ly, he raised his children and provided his 
wife, Nancy, with love. Few knew at this point 
how much he would impact the lives of so 
many people or that so many would seek his 
counsel. His children never dreamed that the 
man they simply called ‘‘Dad’’ would become 
the man many would call ‘‘great.’’ 

Dave Wirsing was a friend to many. His 
small and large acts of kindness are 
unfathomable to some. However, to Dave, it 
was just the way he was meant to live his life. 
He was a humble man, never quite under-
standing why people outside of his family 
would honor him for achievements that to him 
were just what he was supposed to do. He 
was a man who dedicated his life—indeed, his 
heart and soul, to serving others—his family, 
his neighbors, his friends, his constituents. 

Dave led by example—he lived by the Gold-
en Rule, and yet he never expected anything 
in return for his kindness and compassion. He 
loved being around people—be it the company 
of his wife and family or in the presence of 
colleagues, acquaintances and even strang-
ers. He was able to laugh at himself—a trait 
seldom seen these days. He dedicated his life 
to serving others. He helped his children grow, 
learn and prosper; he helped his neighbors in 
times of need; he helped his friends to resolve 
problems; he helped his colleagues see both 
sides of an issue and then beyond that to a 
resolution; he helped his constituents obtain 
the assistance and guidance they had a right 
to; he helped many young people grow in life 
through his wisdom, his gentle and jovial en-
couragement, his love and respect for each 
person as an individual, and his high regard 
for bettering oneself. 

Mr. Speaker, Dave Wirsing’s accomplish-
ments were many, but most importantly, not a 
day went by that he did not share himself with 
someone. Solutions and advice came to him 
from principle and philosophy. He was not out 
to make a name for himself, he just wanted to 
make things right in his part of the world. If he 
did not have the skill necessary to help some-
one, he sought it out. He lived by the philos-
ophy that if you always tell the truth, you won’t 
have to remember what you said. Dave 
Wirsing did not live his life to achieve great 
moments, but instead had a lifelong commit-
ment to a set of values and ideals. As I reflect 
today on the whole of his life, that is his great-
est accomplishment. He leaves behind a leg-
acy of faith, kindness, compassion and love 
for his family, friends and constituents. He will 
be deeply missed.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to honor the 
30th anniversary of The Korean American 
Medical Association of District of Columbia, 
Maryland and Virginia, Incorporated. 

The Korean American Medical Association 
of District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, 
Incorporated (KMA) is one of the most re-
spected Korean-American nonprofit organiza-
tions in America. The association was founded 
in 1974 by a small group of respected Korean 
physicians. The KMA was the first Korean 
Medical Association in the United States. Its 
hard work and dedication has led the associa-
tion to grow from a handful of members to a 
membership of about 400 physicians from the 
District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia. 

Since its inception, the association’s involve-
ment in the Great Washington, D.C. Metropoli-
tan community has been commendable. The 
KMA provides health care services, seminars 
and educational opportunities to the commu-
nity. The dedication that the members of the 
KMA have to its community is exceptional. 

The KMA provides a forum for its members 
to exchange ideas and continue education 
helping its members continue to provide excel-
lent service to the community. The care and 
services these physicians provide to their 
neighbors and friends is a testament of their 
hard work. The KMA certainly has distin-
guished itself as an outstanding group. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, with all the contribu-
tions to the community made by The Korean 
American Medical Association of District of 
Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, Incorpora-
tion, we have a great reason to celebrate 
today. I want to commend the association 30 
years of excellence and extend my warmest 
wishes for the years to come. I call upon my 
colleagues to join me in applauding the KMA 
on its 30th anniversary.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Loula Loi-Alafoyiannis, the 
Executive Global President and C.E.O. of the 
Euro-American Women’s Council (EAWC). 
Loula has spent her professional life facili-
tating the needs of Greek and American entre-
preneurial communities and advancing the 
cause of women’s rights in the areas of busi-
ness and education. 

Loula has demonstrated that intelligence, in-
tegrity, energy, clear objectives and the love of 
a task well executed create credibility. Her 
love for Greece and her desire to promote 
greater understanding between Greece and 

America has made her a strong advocate and 
a wonderful ally. 

Loula, like so many talented women of her 
generation, has had several careers. For two 
decades, Loula served as an elementary 
school teacher, helping to ensure that young 
people have a strong educational foundation. 
Her work with young people inspired her to 
create a Youth Leadership Award given annu-
ally by EAWC. 

She then turned to the challenges offered 
by business, public relations and event-plan-
ning. Loula’s entrepreneurial skills are widely 
recognized and, as a result, she has served 
as a delegate to White House Conferences on 
small businesses since 1990, and has advised 
numerous public officials and government 
leaders. Loula has also sponsored numerous 
White House luncheons for prominent and in-
fluential business women from across the 
United States and Greece. 

In 1991, she founded and organized the 
‘‘Best Buddies Foundation’’ in Greece, along 
with Anthony Kennedy Shriver, who serves as 
its Global President and C.E.O. As the Found-
er and the executive Global President of Euro-
American Women’s Council, Loula has estab-
lished a spirit of cooperation among business 
women globally. The women of EAWC bridge 
nations and cultures, set trends, exercise influ-
ence, innovate positive change and make a 
difference around the world. Since 2001, Loula 
has been the Coalition Partner for Europe of 
the Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP) or-
ganization. She is currently a board member 
to the Human Rights Advisory Council of New 
York. 

Loula has received a number of prestigious 
awards for her outstanding contributions, in-
cluding the Crown Award, which recognizes 
her as one of the most creative minds of the 
top leading entrepreneurial women of the 
world. She has also earned the distinguished 
award of ‘‘Honorary Citizen of Baku’’ as a re-
sult of her pioneering efforts to improve entre-
preneurial training in the former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring to the 
attention of my colleagues the outstanding 
work of Loula Loi-Alafoyiannis. Her unwaver-
ing dedication to improving relations between 
the Greek and American entrepreneurial com-
munities and promoting opportunities for 
women is truly worthy of our recognition.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
the Reverend Dr. John L. Giles in recognition 
of his pastoral anniversary. 

While Reverend Giles was born in the tiny 
town of Sanger, TX, located 38 miles south-
west of Fort Worth, he considers himself a na-
tive of San Francisco. It was during high 
school that he joined St. Kevin’s Catholic 
Church and learned the Catholic discipline. He 
was also a member of Bethel A.M.E. Church. 
Upon graduating from Balboa High School, he 
had saved enough money to attend college 
and support himself. Through his hardships, 
he learned independence, responsibility, the 
importance of healthy living, and helping oth-
ers and his family. 
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